









COPY 


Department of State 


TELEGRAM 


ivtiot cm2 2122222 


>o» M 


•ji;# ocT-ci ts-ic t so - iv DRi-R nc-n nsce-ib m-n 
f citf ii l- ci sp*ii mi n /m* u ' 

-;-mm ]7nut /7j 

f 2721211 JUl 77 

rn *n£nB*sst iuenos cuts 

10 SECSUtt VASHCC PRMNITT 1211 


hlUtlK CIKCS 2221 


1.0. 11(22: 602 
IMS: tHUM, POIP, » 

SUBJECT: US INTEREST IN HUM! IIGITS IMPROVEMENTS 

REF: Ul STATE 1B22B2, «) RUEKOS AIRES 231) 

I. RET A INSTRUCTED THIT AH APPROACH IE MAOE TO THE 
60A AT AN APPROPRIATELY SENIOR LEVEL TO NOTE THE US6 
INTEREST IN RECENT GOA STEPS TO IMPROVE RESPECT TOR 
RimAX RIGHTS. THE INSTRUCTION ALSO PROVIDED THAT, 

IF THE STEPS ANNOUNCED IT THE GCA AND REPORTED IH 

1. A. 4*31 WERE PtAl RATHER THAN COSMETIC, THE ARGENT 1 HES 
SHOULD IE HADE AWARE OF THE PRESIDENT'S INTEREST IN THESE 
AMD CONTINUING STEPS TOWARD THE RESTORATION Of THE 

RULE OF lAV. 

2. ' REF • CONCLUDED THAT THERE APPEAREO TO IE A OETECTAELf 
TREND TOVAR0 l.lPROVEMCNT IH RESPECT TOR HUMAN RIGHTS, OUT 
DID NOT SPECirtCALLT ADDRESS THE POINT OF WHETHER THE 
GOA MEASURES CITED WERE PEAL OR COSMETIC. AFTER 
ATTEMPTS IT All CLEMENTS Of THE COUNTRY TEAM TO FOltOW-UP 
CN THE SERIOUSNESS Cf THE MEASURES ANNOUNCED If THE 

BOA OH JUNE 12, VE HAVE MW COMCIUCED THAT ThET DO 
NATE SORE SUBSTANCE, IUT SHOULD HOT EC TAKEN ENTIRELY 
AT TACE Vr.UE. WE EEUEVE THAT SOME RESTRICTED FORM 
OF THE RIGHT CF OPTION TO LEAVE-THE COUKltV WILL IE-. 
FORMALLY REESTAEL IShIO^ (PERHAPS AS THE CPPttTUM TV-■ 

TO "PIT II ION" TO LEAVE* THE COUNTRY AS NOW [PUTS IN 
PRACTICE IF NOT IH LAW,).THE SUPPRESSION OF ClDUDO Vlt 
NOT AS EXTENSIVE AS IT SEEMED, SlMCE OK! OF THE TWO 
SUPPRESSED EDITIONS KAO ALREADY REIN 0 1 SYR IVU1C0. WE HAVE 
STILL IEEW UNABLE TO CONFIRM THE RELEASE Of ALL OF THE 
)<2 PERSONS LISTEC AS RELEASED BETWEEN MAY 77 AM JUKE 
IB. IOTN ST AND SPF SCLSCIS SAY THAT IT SEEMS UNElt 
THAT MANY or THESE PERSONS WERE RELEASED. WE HAVE 
CONFIRMED fCL’R CASES ACTUALLY RELEASED AND ASSUME, AS HAS 
OCCURRED WITH OTHER RELEASE LISTS, THAT MANY Of THOSE 
LISTED AS HO LONGER ICING OCTAINCO UNDER CNtCTUIVI 
POWERS HAVE BEEN FQSMALLT CHAP.CSO WITH SOME CRIME. (THE 
CDVERKMCNT DID HOT PROVIDE A LIST OF PERSONS DETAINED 
DURING 1NE PERIOD COVERED BY THE 141 RELEASES.) 

3. IN THE APPROXIMATELY SIX WEEKS SINCE JUNE 14, 144f 
COA HAS ISSUED THREE LISTS OF DETAINEES AND RELEASEES 
UNDER 1H| EXECUTIVE POWER. TyESC TOTAL H) OCTAU.TO AND 
77 RELEASED. SOME OF ThCCC RELEASED ON THE JULY 2) 

LIST WERE SHOWN AS HAVING ICEN APPREHENDED ON THE 
JULY J LIST. INQUIRIES OF THE PERMANENT ASSOCIATION 
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, THE ICRC AND THE NUNClAIURA 
ELICITED HIE 7 ME t REJECTION NOR CONFIRMATION Of THE 
, LISTS. THEY OBSERVES THAT MANY Of THE PfICONS 
ON THE JUff 14 LIST P*.J BEEN IPPRISOKEO BY THE 
PRIVIOUS GOVERNMENT, AND THAT THERE VCR{ MANY NAMES ON 
THE LIST FROM OUTSIDE IUFSCS AIRES. THE LISTS Cf 
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PARTICULAR TREND. THE LACK OF • CLEAR POSITIVE TR!*0 ON J 
PRISONER RELEASES, THE DISAPPEAHANCI Of HIDALGO SOLA, AND 
THE HARASSMENT Of LABOR LEADERS COMBINE TO ARGUE AGAINST 
A CLOSE ASSOCIATION Of PRESIDENT CARTER WITH ANT 
SPECIFIC FAVORABLE DEVELOPMENT. 


4. THE ECONOMY MINISTER, HART I RE l OC H3I, WAS THJ 
OBVIOUS RICH-LEVEL CHANNEL FOR EXPRESSION OF 
USB INTEREST. IN A MEETING WITH KIM GH JULY 72 THE 
CHARGE EXPRESSED OUR CONTINUING DEEP INTEREST IN 
STEPS TOWARD RESTORATION OF PULE Of LAW AND OUN 
INTEREST IN KNOWING ANY FURTHER DETAILS 
RELATING TO THE STEPS ANNOUHCtO JUKI 12. THE 
MINISTER SAID NE WAS HOT IN A POSITION TO G9 INTO DETAILS 
ABOUT NUMBERS OR M«rES. 101 THAT HE WAS CO*.'XtOENt THAT THE 
PBCCfDURES ANNOUNCED ON JUNE 12 WERE COIHG FORWARD. 

MEN PRESSED FOR DETAILS, THE MINISTER SAID THE MATTER 
NAS OUTSIDE HIS IFEA Of RESPONSIBILITY AND INDICATED THAT 
IE DID NOT WISH TO IT SOME INVOLVCO IN SPECIFICS. 

CHARGE NOTED THAT Ui USG WAS PREP-RED TO Gl.i RECOGNITION 
TO FAVORABLE DEVELOPMENTS IN THE HUMAN RIGHTS AREA, 

AS WAS DONE IV OUR DIRECTOR AT THE WC»10 BANK, AND 
WC HOPE THAT THE MINISTER MIGHT BE ABLE TO PROVIDE US 
WITH MORE SUCH INSTANCES. AS A FURTHER IVOEnCE 
OF OUR INTEREST A!lD WILLINGNESS f 0 RECOGNI IE FAVORABLE 
DEVELOPMENTS, CHARGE PROVIDED MINISTER WITH TELETYPE 
COPY Of PRESIDENT'S REMARKS AT YAICO CUT WHICH 
MENTIONED RELEASES OR ARGENTINE PRISONERS. MART I HE I DE 
NOE APPEARED INTERESTED BUT LIMITED HIS CCr'EKTS TO 
OBSERVING THAT IN ARGENTINA THOSE DETAINED ARE NOT 
CALLED POLITICAL FATSONCIS. 

2. THOUGH MARTINET CE HGt WAS UNWILLING TO DEAL IN 
SPECIFICS, Ht 010 ERRAND OH THE NEED TO IMPROVE THE 
' DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES AND 03 MORE IN THE 
NUMAN RIGHTS FIELD WHICH WOULD FURTHER THAI END. 

NE SAID HE HOPED TO HAVE SOMETHING SUITABLE FCT 
ANNOUNCEMENT PRIOR TO THE ARRIVAL OF ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY I3CHLN. ME THOUGHT SOME THING SPECIFIC ON 
THE RIGHT CF OPTION nI CHI SC READY SHORTLY, BUT %AS 
UNSURE. ME THEN CHANGES THE SUBJECT TO ASK FOR 
Cl ARIF I CAT ION OF A PUZZLING CABLE HE had RECEIVED FROM 
THE ARGENTINE EMBASSY IN WASHIKCI3N REGARDING THE 
STATUS OF THE RC’JSS. AMf NOritNT TO IhE BILL PROVIDING 
FUNDING FOR iri'S. 

B. CN TWO OTHER OCCASIONS EMBASSY OFFICERS HALE 
RAISED WITH AN OFFICIAL Of THE PAESICIHCY TPE CEEP 
Ul INTEREST IK FURTHER SPECIFIC STEP" TOWARD THE PULE 
OF LAV. IhESE EaPUBaIORY OBSERVATIONS WtlE MET WITH 
LITTLE MORE THAN POLITE INTEREST. 

F. COMMENT: THE ARGENTINE RESPONSE IN THESE INSTANCES 
IS NOT PARTICULARLY {KC3UPAQIWG. THE TACTIC OF 
EXPRESSING INTEREST IN HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES DIO HOT 
U 1C IT POSITIVE RESPONSES, TOR THIS 12'AN AHA WHERE 
FCV WISH TO lAht THE BLAME OX SHARE'CIEOII. 
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